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Current Issues



Lack of Government Funding

Insufficient Facility Maintenance
Education and Enforcement

=



Bottom Line

Loss of Access to 
Americaôs  great outdoors

The Tread Lightly! Solution:
Education,

Outreach & Stewardship.



Tread Lightly!

Providing Proactive Solutions



Mission



Tread Lightly!ôs 
Goal

Reduce conflict and minimize environmental 
impact by improving the behavior of all 

outdoor recreation enthusiast



The Beginning

ñTread Lightly!ò 
was created and 

run by the 
Forest Service

Several 
corporations 

were interested 
in buying Tread 

Lightly! to 
improve their 

image

A pivotal 
meeting was 

held with 
corporations 

and government 
agencies:  A 

nonprofit was 
born!

Created a tiered 
membership 
structure and 
established 

clearly defined 
partnerships



Milestones

Signed 
MOUs with 
major govt. 

agencies

Expanded 
mission to 

water

Restoration 
for 

RecreationÊ

Lightfoot®

Tread 
TrainerÊ

Respected 
Access is 

Open Access



Tread Principles



COMMUNICATIONS

COMMUNICATIONS



News Coverage

ƀImpressions: 11.8 
million in 2010

o OHV enthusiast 
magazines

o a few hunting/shooting 
publications

o a few television/radio 
programs



Print PSAs

ƀ181 placements worth $1,172,187. 



A Partnership in Education and Outreach



Can You 
Find 

Turkey 
Mountain?



Respected Access

Other Campaign Elements

ƀWebsite

ƀWeb Banners

ƀBumper Stickers

ƀKiosks

ƀEvent Attendance

ƀPR Efforts & Social Marketing



RIDE ON Message

ÅCreated with Forest 
Service to addresses 
TMR

ÅWorking on print 
PSAs, web banner, 
radio PSA



TV PSAs & Videos

ƀTread Lightly! 
YouTube Channel 
(489,697 views)

ATV PSA

Jeep Vignettes

Tread Lightly! PSA

On the Right Trail

ETHIC



Web Banner Campaign

ƀApproximately 250 websites carry a banner

ƀIncludes great grassroots websites by 
enthusiasts themselves



Social Networking

ƀ3,685 Facebook fans 

ƀ857 Twitter followers

ƀUpdated with tips, volunteer opportunities, 
announcements



TreadLightly.org



Google Grant

Top 10 Ads Driving Traffic to the Website

1. Camping Doôs and Donôts

2. Fishing Doôs and Donôts

3. Get $100 Goodyear Rebate

4. Boating Doôs and Donôts

5. ATV Riding Doôs and Donôts

6. Doôs and Donôts of Hiking

7. GeocachingDoôs and Donôts

8. Off-Road Doôs and Donôts

9. Snowshoeing Doôs and Donôts

10. Mtn. Biking Doôs and Donôts



Lightfoot

ƀ Coloring books

ƀ Tattoos 

ƀ Pencils

ƀ Downloadable kids 
tips 

ƀ Treadlightlykids.org 



EDUCATION AND
STEWARDSHIP

2010 REPORT



Tread Trainer

· 431 active Tread Trainers in 42 states

· Launched in 2003

· Train the trainer education program

· Spread Tread Lightly!ôs message through a 
grassroots network of volunteer trainers



Educational Outreach
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Events & National 
Meetings



Quick -Tip 
Brochures
ƀEntire series of 19 tips was updated and 

reprinted  in 2009 thanks to Foremost 
Insurance



Tread Lightly! 101
Online Course

New & Improved!

ƀ Updated TREAD principles

ƀ Expanded learning scenarios

ƀ New activities addressed 

ƀ horseback riding, hunting, 
geocaching, shooting 

ƀ Uses flash animation, audio 
voice-overs, scenarios, quick 
quizzes



Yes
97%

No
3%

Did the Tread Lightly! Online Awareness 
Course meet your expectation?

Tread Lightly! 101
Online Course



Restoration for Recreation



Restoration for 
Recreation

·Established in 1997

·Sixteen projects in 
nine states

·Projects include:

oBuilding bridges

oTrail and campground 
restoration

oSignage

oResearch 



Tread Lightly! 
Stewardship Grants

ƀComing soon

ƀSmall grants for 
clean-ups and 
projects

ƀParameters yet to 
be determined



MEMBERSHIP AND RESOURCES

MEMBERSHIP



Friend Program

ƀTotal number of friends:  
5,744

ƀTREADlines features

o TL! news 

o Recreation issues

o Volunteer opportunities 

o Quick tips
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Membership
Member Categories

Individuals

Member Clubs

Partner Clubs

Outfitters

Retailers

Media

Government

Alliances

Dealers

Official Partners



Member Benefits

Benefits have significantly increased 
membership this year

Foremost Insurance Discount

ƀ8% discount on insurance from 
Foremost Insurance



Member Benefits

Goodyear Tires Discount

$100 mail -in rebate on a new set of 4 
Wranglers Tires from Goodyear



Member Benefits

Chrysler Discount

1% below factory invoice on any new Jeep, 
Dodge, Ram, Chrysler

**This benefit is available to 3 year and lifetime members only.



Membership 
Drawing

Ã All new and renewing members are entered to 
win outdoor gear each quarter

Ã Current Participants:  Cabelaôs, Adjustagrill , 



Alliances

New Strategic Alliances

ƀAmerican Wildlife Conservation 
Partners

ƀAssociation of State Park 
Directors

ƀBoy Scouts of America

ƀRBFFôs Conservation Roundtable

ƀAquatic Resources Educators 
Association



Raising Funds

ƀQuadratec selling Tread Lightly! -branded 
floor mats, cargo liners and grab handles

ƀTrasharoo also involved



Raising Funds

Donate $5.00

Text TREAD to 20222 



Raising Funds

Tread Lightly!ôs Charity Auction is held 
annually in November



Raising Funds

Federal Employees Donate through the 
Combined Federal Campaign

CFC # 10000





ÁA set of principles or values that 
guide behavior

ÁSocially defined obligations over 
and above our self interest

ÁCulturally shared values that 
involve notions of right and 
wrong

AN ETHIC IS:



Influencing Behavior

Todayôs Goal:

1. What is appropriate 
behavior?

2. How do we influence 
people to adopt that 
behavior?



Principles

TREAD LIGHTLY! 
PRINCIPLES



Travel Responsibly

ÅStay on designated 
roads, trails or 
areas
ÅGo over, not 
around obstacles to 
avoid widening the 
trail
ÅCross streams only 
at designated fords
ÅWhen possible 
avoid muddy trails
ÅMaintain a safe 
speed . 



Respect the Rights of 
Others
ÅLeave gates as you found 
them  
ÅShare the trail 
ÅYield right of way to 
those passing you or 
traveling uphill
ÅMotorized vehicles yield 
to all trail users, bicycles 
yield to pack animals and 
hikers
ÅAvoid excessive noise 



Educate Yourself
prior to your trip
ÅObtaining travel 
maps and regulations 
from public agencies
ÅPlanning for your trip
ÅTaking recreation 
skills classes 
ÅKnowing how to use 
and operate your 
equipment safely 
ÅBe prepared with 
safety and emergency 
gear, extra food and 
water, and tools for 
repairs



Avoid Sensitive  
Areas
ÅMeadows, lakeshores, 
wetlands, streams, tundra 
and living desert soils 
ÅStay on designated 
routes. This protects 
wildlife habitat and 
sensitive soils from 
damage.  
ÅDo not disturb historical, 
archeological and 
paleontological sites. 



Do Your Part

ÅModeling appropriate 
behavior
ÅLeaving the area better 
than you found it
ÅProperly disposing of 
waste
ÅMinimizing the use of 
fire 
ÅAvoiding the spread of 
invasive species 
ÅRepairing degraded 
areas.


